Abounding Grace Christian Church
A Look at Creation – Part 1
I. Introduction: One of the most controversial subjects within Christianity has to do with the subject of creation. All true Christians agree that the Bible is the inspired Word of God but most of the disagreements have to do with interpretation, not inspiration. It’s unfortunate that there are many believers who label their fellow believers as false teachers simply because they don’t interpret the first chapter of Genesis in exactly the same way. There are many Christian doctrines which cannot be compromised such as Jesus Christ’s Deity, the plan of salvation, and a literal heaven and hell but there are other doctrines that are not so clear in Scripture.  In this study we’re going to examine some of the more major views concerning creation and present the pros and cons of each. The goal is to help believers understand different viewpoints and come up with their own conclusions regarding what view seems to be the most accurate.  The most important thing is that we all agree 
that the universe was created by God with a plan and purpose.
A. Genesis 1:1 – “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”
		1. “In the beginning” – This is the Hebrew word; “Bereshith” which is the Hebrew title 
    of the book. We get Genesis from the Septuagint translation. 
	a. This describes the beginning of the universe.  We don’t know when this 
    actually took place in terms of a date.  This is the beginning of history but not
    of God’s activity.  There was something before the “beginning” and the answer 
    is “God!”
b. Take note of John 1:1-4 and Colossians 1:16-17.
“For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him.
And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.” 
Colossians 1:16-17 English Standard Version
			c. Dr. Wayne Grudem writes:
“This creation of the entire universe includes the creation of an unseen, spiritual realm of existence: God created the angels and other kinds of heavenly beings as well as animals and man.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:      Wayne A. Grudem, Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine (Leicester, England; Grand Rapids, MI: Inter-Varsity Press; Zondervan Pub. House, 2004), 264.] 


		2. “…God…” – The word for “God” is the Hebrew word; “Elohim”.  
a. This is the plural form of the general name for God in the ancient Near East 
    (“El”).  Due to the plurality of this word, some suggest that this refers to the 
    Trinity.  We cannot be dogmatic about this.  
    Dr. Thomas Constable states:
“The plurality simply adds intensification to the name El, as does the personal pronoun ‘us’ in verse 26. Hebrew is the only ancient Semitic language that intensifies nouns and pronouns by making them plurals. The writers of Scripture used 'elohim as a title of honor. Though it is a plural in form, it is singular in meaning when referring to the true God.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:      Thomas Constable, Notes on Genesis, (http://www.soniclight.com: Sonic Light Publication, 2024), 20.

] 


			b. The meaning of the root word for “Elohim” means; “power”; “strength” and 
    “glory”.  So, in reference to the above statement, “Elohim” is placed for the 
     name of God here to intensify the idea of His power, strength and glory!
3. “…God created…” – Now we come to the word “created”.
a. The word “created” as used here means to make something out of nothing 
    (ex nihilo).
b. This means that the heavens and the earth were not created out of
    pre-existent matter.
c. This truth is clearly taught in the Bible (Romans 4:17; Hebrews 11:3; Psalm 
    33:6, 9; Amos 4:13; 5:8).


d. Because God created the entire universe out of nothing there is no matter in 
    the universe that is eternal.  All that we see—the mountains, the oceans, the 
    stars, the earth itself—all came into existence when God created them. There 
    was a time when they did not exist:
“Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.” - Psalm 90:2.
4. “…the heavens and the earth.” – 
a. The reference to “the heavens” undoubtedly refers to the universe. As far as this 
    passage is concerned, it refers to everything but “the earth.” The Hebrew language 
    has no word for “universe.” The best that the Hebrew language can do to refer to the 
    universe is to say, “the all” (Jeremiah 10:16; Isaiah 44:24; Psalm 103:19; 
    Ecclesiastes 11:5).
“For He is the Maker of all things” [lit. the all]… - Jeremiah 10:16

“Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, and He who formed you from the womb: ‘I am the LORD, who makes all things, Who stretches out the heavens all alone, Who spreads abroad the earth by Myself…’” Isaiah 44:24

			b. The word “heaven” is used in the Scripture to describe Three different things.
				1) The Atmosphere around the Earth – Daniel 7:13; Job 35:11.
				2) The Outer Space Regions – Joel 2:30,31; Isaiah 13:10.
				3) The Abode and Paradise of God – II Corinthians 12:1-4; Hebrews 9:24; 
    Isaiah 66:1.
II. Debunking Evolution.
	A. What do we mean by “Evolution”?
		1. It’s important to recognize that the word “evolution” is used in different ways.  For example, 
    the term “micro-evolution” which is basically adaptation of a species to its environment.  Dr. 
    Wayne Grudem defines this as: “The view that small developments occur within one 
    species without creating new species.”[footnoteRef:3]  Examples of this would be bacteria becoming  [3:      Wayne A. Grudem, Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine (Leicester, England; Grand Rapids, MI: Inter-Varsity Press; Zondervan Pub. House, 2004), 1247.] 

    immune to anti-biotics.  In other words they adapt in order to survive.  
2. The kind of evolution that most people think of when they hear the term is when a particular 
    species changes over time to become a completely different species. For simplicity sake, this 
    type of evolution is commonly referred to as “macro-evolution”, “Darwinian Evolution”, or 
    “Neo-Darwinian Evolution”.  Wayne Grudem explains;
“Current neo-Darwinian theory is still foundationally similar to Darwin’s original position, but with refinements and modifications due to over a hundred years of research. In modern Darwinian evolutionary theory, the history of the development of life began when a mix of chemicals present on the earth spontaneously produced a very simple, probably one-celled life form. This living cell reproduced itself, and eventually there were some mutations or differences in the new cells produced. These mutations led to the development of more complex life forms. A hostile environment meant that many of them would perish, but those that were better suited to their environment would survive and multiply. Thus, nature exercised a process of ‘natural selection’ in which the differing organisms most fitted to the environment survived. More and more mutations eventually developed into more”[footnoteRef:4] [4:      Ibid., 280.] 

		3. There are many flaws to the Theory of Evolution.
			a. The Fossil Record does not Support Darwinian Evolution.  Norman Geisler and Frank 
    Turek write:
“Without the benefit of today’s technology, Charles Darwin could not recognize the problems his theory faced at the cellular level. However, he did recognize that the fossil record posed a big problem for his theory because it didn’t show gradualism. That’s why he wrote, ‘Why then is not every geological formation and every stratum full of such intermediate links? Geology assuredly does not reveal any such finely graduated organic chain, and this, perhaps, is the most obvious and gravest objection which can be urged against my theory.’”[footnoteRef:5] [5:      Norman L. Geisler and Frank Turek, I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be an Atheist (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 2004), 151–152.] 

