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 A Study of Paul’s First Le�er to Timothy – Part 1 

 I. Introduc�on:  Today we begin a new study through  the first le�er Paul writes to Timothy.  This le�er  is the first of what 
 are called  “The Pastoral Epistles”  which includes  Second Timothy and Titus.  The reason they are called this is summed 
 up in the following excerpt: 

 “First, all three le�ers show pastoral concern for their recipients, Timothy and Titus. Second, all three deal with 
 pastoral ma�ers involving the care of souls and the orderly conduct of God’s people in the church as well as in the 

 world.”  1 

 Unlike the le�ers to the Thessalonians, which were some of the earliest le�ers of Paul, all three of these le�ers are 
 believed to have been wri�en near the end of Paul’s life.  This first epistle was probably wri�en around A.D. 65. 

 II. Who is Timothy? 
 A. He is usually considered a convert of Paul, along  with his mother and grandmother, during Paul’s first 

 missionary journey  (Acts 13:49-14:25 and II Timothy  1:5; 3:11). 
 B. Timothy was from Lystra in the Roman province of Gala�a and during Paul’s second visit to this area, he 

 decided to take Timothy along on his travels.  But because Timothy had a Greek father and Jewish mother, he 
 had never been circumcised, and in order to not hinder his ministry to the Jews, he circumcised Timothy  (cf. 
 Acts 16:1-5). 

 C. Paul called Timothy his  “beloved and faithful son  in the Lord” (I Corinthians 4:17  ;  cf. Philippians  2:22; 
 I Timothy 1:2; II Timothy 1:2)  and his  “fellow  worker”  in  the gospel  (Romans 16:21; cf. I Thessalonians  3:2; 
 I Corinthians 16:10; Philippians 2:22).  He became  a very close friend of Paul’s.  Dr. Gordon Fee writes: 

 “As his son, he became Paul’s most in�mate and enduring companion, who followed him closely (1 Tim. 4:6; 2 Tim. 
 3:10–11; cf. 2 Tim. 1:13; 2:2), shared his point of view (Phil. 2:20) and could ar�culate his ways to the churches (1 

 Thess. 3:2–3; 1 Cor. 4:17)… He also collaborated in six of Paul’s extant le�ers (1 and 2 Thessalonians, 2 Corinthians, 
 Colossians, Philemon, Philippians; cf. Rom. 16:21). In the present le�ers he is on yet another assignment, this �me a 
 most difficult one. He has been le� in Ephesus to stop some false teachers who were in the process of undoing the 

 church as a viable Chris�an alterna�ve for that city.”  2 

 D. At this �me, Timothy was pastoring the church  in the city of Ephesus. 

 III. Purpose of the Le�er. 
 A. To combat against false teachers who were infiltra�ng  the church. 
 B. To encourage Timothy pertaining to his life and ministry. 
 C. To address other issues and problems in Ephesus. 

 IV. Basic Outline. 
 A. Gree�ng –  1:1-2. 
 B. Warnings concerning false doctrine  1:3–20. 
 C. Exhorta�on to pray for Authori�es -  2:1-7. 
 D. Instruc�ons pertaining to Men and Women in the Church -  2:8-15. 
 E. Qualifica�ons for Leadership in the Church -  3:1–16. 
 F. Warning about Apostasy and Personal Instruc�on to Timothy -  4:1–16. 
 G. Responsibili�es to various groups in the church -  5:1–25. 
 H. Final instruc�ons to Timothy -  6:1–21. 

 V. Exposi�on of Chapter One. 
 A.  Verse 1 – “Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ, by  the commandment of God our Savior and the Lord Jesus 

 Christ, our hope,” 
 1.  “…apostle of Jesus Christ…” –  The word  “apostle”  – “  broadly refers to a ‘messenger, delegate,’ or 

 ‘sent one.’ In classical Greek, apostolos referred to a person of merit sent as an envoy or on behalf of 
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 a master in an administra�ve role.”  3  Here Paul is making it clear that he was a messenger, delegate 
 and a representa�ve of Jesus Christ. 

 2.  “…by the commandment of God our Savior and the  Lord Jesus Christ…”  – Paul seems to be saying 
 this in order to make it clear that this isn’t something he ini�ated but it was something commanded 
 of him by  “…God our Savior...”  and by  “…the Lord  Jesus Christ”.  Duane Li�in writes: 

 “Paul’s apostleship was not something he had sought; it had come to him through a heavenly command (Gal. 
 1:11–2:2; cf. 1 Tim. 2:7). In several of his other epistles Paul commonly made a similar point by stressing his apostolic 

 ‘calling’ according to ‘the will of God’ (1 Cor. 1:1; 2 Cor. 1:1; Eph. 1:1; Col. 1:1; 2 Tim. 1:1).”  4 

 3.  “…Lord Jesus Christ, our hope.”  – The word  “hope”  is defined as:  “to look forward with confidence 
 to that which is good and beneficial”  5  Note the  following Scripture: 

 “Looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,” - Titus 2:13. 
 Dr. Robert Utley comments concerning this: 

 “O�en it is associated with the consumma�on of the believer’s faith (cf. 1 Tim. 1:1). This can be expressed as glory, 
 eternal life, ul�mate salva�on, Second Coming, etc.”  6 

 B.  Verse 2 – “To Timothy, a true son in the faith:  Grace, mercy,  and  peace from God our Father and Jesus 
 Christ our Lord.” –  This is a common saluta�on  for the apostle Paul to give.  Regarding these three 
 pronouncements of Paul, George W. Knight writes: 

 “With these three terms, then, Paul greets Timothy and the church: charis [grace]—God's ongoing forgiveness and 
 enabling, eleos [mercy]—God's sympathy and concern, Eirene [peace]—God's tranquility and stability within and 

 among them as individuals and as a Chris�an community.”  7 

 C.  Verses 3-4 – “As I urged you when I went into  Macedonia—remain in Ephesus that you may charge some 
 that they teach no other doctrine, nor give heed to fables and endless genealogies, which cause disputes 
 rather than godly edifica�on which is in faith.” 

 1. Now Paul urges Timothy to remain in Ephesus in  order that he might: 
 a.  “…charge some that they teach no other doctrine…”  –  The word  “charge”  means;  : “  to 

 announce what must be done—‘to order, to command.’”  8  Obviously, there were those 
 present within the church who were teaching different  doctrine.  In other words, error. 

 “When I le� for Macedonia, I urged you to stay there in Ephesus and stop those whose teaching is contrary to the 
 truth.” – I Timothy 1:3 – New Living Transla�on 

 b.  “…nor give heed to fables…” –  The Greek word  for  “fables”  is  mythos  .  So, the word means; 
 “myth”.  It could also be defined as:  “a legendary  story or account, normally about 
 supernatural beings, events, or cultural heroes,”  9 

 c.  “…nor give heed…to endless genealogies…” – “Genealogies”  means;  “  a list of direct 
 descendants or ascendants”  10 

 “Nor to give importance to  or  occupy themselves with  legends (fables, myths) and endless genealogies, which foster 
 and  promote useless specula�ons  and  ques�onings  rather than acceptance in faith of God’s administra�on  and  the 

 divine training that is in faith (in that leaning of the en�re human personality on God in absolute trust and 
 confidence)” 

 I Timothy 1:4 – Amplified Bible 
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