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 A Study of Paul’s First Le�er to Timothy – Part 15 

 I. Exposi�on of Chapter Five (con�nued). 
 A.  Verse 18 – “For the Scripture says, ‘YOU SHALL  NOT MUZZLE AN OX WHILE IT TREADS OUT THE GRAIN,’ and, 

 ‘THE LABORER IS WORTHY OF HIS WAGES.’” –  Here,  Paul quotes por�ons of two passages of Scripture to 
 support the idea that elders deserve remunera�on for their work of ministry.  Dr. Bob Utley makes an 
 important point concerning this: 

 “This is a quote from Deut. 25:4. It is also quoted in 1 Cor. 9:6–7, 14. The uniqueness of verse 18 is that the OT is 
 quoted on the same standing as a NT quote that we find in Luke 10:7. This shows Paul’s view not only of the 

 inspira�on of the OT but of the equality of the emerging NT.”  1 

 B.  Verses 19-20 – “  Do not receive an accusa�on against  an elder except from two or three witnesses.  Those 
 who are sinning rebuke in the presence of all, that the rest also may fear.” 

 1.  Verse 19 - “Do not receive an accusa�on against an elder…”  – The word  “receive”  means;  “  to come 
 to believe something to be true and to respond accordingly, with some emphasis upon the 
 source”  2  The word  “accusa�on”  means;  “the content of the accusa�on or charge made against 
 someone”  3 

 2.  “…except from two or three witnesses.” –  There must  be corrobora�ng witnesses to whatever the 
 accusa�on is.  In other words, it cannot be hearsay or gossip, it must be those who have actually 
 witnessed the elder’s transgression. 

 3.  Verse 20 –  “Those who are sinning rebuke in the presence  of all...” –  The word  “sinning”  is very 
 clear and means;  “  to act contrary to the will and law of God—‘to sin, to engage in wrongdoing”  4 

 Elders who are proven to have done so, are to be  “rebuked”  publically.  The word  “rebuke”  means: 
 “to expose, convict, reprove.”  5 

 4.  “…that the rest also may fear.” –  Fear is not always  a bad thing.  When we see the consequences of 
 sin in another person’s life, it should prompt a fear in us that causes us to examine our own lives and, 
 if need be, repent of any sin quickly.  Robert Utley writes: 

 “This seems to speak of public disciplinary ac�ons (cf. Gal. 2:14; James 5:16) which some elders took against others 
 who had (1) overstepped their authority; (2) promoted false teaching; or (3) engaged in other inappropriate ac�ons. 
 ‘Rebuke’ is a common term in the Pastoral Le�ers (cf. 2 Tim. 4:2; Titus 1:9, 13; 2:15). The ‘rest’ may refer to (1) the 

 other house churches; (2) the other local elders; or (3) other believers.”  6 

 C.  Verse 21 –  “I charge  you  before God and the Lord  Jesus Christ and the elect angels that you observe these 
 things without prejudice, doing nothing with par�ality.” –  The word  “charge”  here means;  “to strongly 
 warn”  7  Several scholars comment concerning the strength of Paul’s warning to Timothy in that he invokes the 
 authority of  “…God, the Lord Jesus Christ and  the elect angels…”  A. Duane Li�in asserts: 

 “Why Paul punctuated his instruc�ons with this strong charge can only be guessed. Had Timothy passively avoided 
 unpleasant confronta�ons, or had he taken a strong stand in some cases but not others? For whatever reasons, Paul 

 strongly adjured the young minister to follow through on (keep is lit., ‘guard’) these instruc�ons without par�ality (lit., 
 ‘prejudging,’ used only here in the NT) or favori�sm (  prosklisin  , lit., ‘inclina�on toward someone,’  used only here in 
 the NT). The strength of Paul’s charge is underlined by his invoca�on of the authority of God and Christ Jesus (cf. 2 

 Tim. 4:1), and the elect angels, all of whom are associated with righteous judgment (cf. Ma�. 25:31; Mark 8:38; Luke 
 9:26; Rev. 14:10).”  8 

 D.  Verse 22 – “Do not lay hands on anyone has�ly,  nor share in other people's sins; keep yourself pure.” 
 1.  “Do not lay hands on anyone has�ly…” –  This  is probably referring to the laying on of hands which is 

 associated with appoin�ng (or, ordaining) elders.  Barnabas and Saul (Paul) had hands laid on them, 
 coupled with prayer, before going out into the apostolic ministry  (Acts 13:3).  Timothy also received a 
 “gi�”  when the elders laid hands on him  (I Timothy  4:14). 
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 2.  “…nor share in other people’s sins; keep yourself pure.” –  Taking the context into considera�on, it 
 seems most likely that Paul is saying that a hasty ordaining of an elder could make Timothy 
 responsible for that elder’s failure into whatever kind of sin they may need to be rebuked for. 

 E.  Verse 23 – “No longer drink only water, but use  a li�le wine for your stomach's sake and your frequent 
 infirmi�es.” –  To best understand this statement  to Timothy, many scholars seem to agree with the following 
 analysis by Dr. Craig Keener: 

 “Most people drank wine with their meals (albeit about two parts water to one part wine, and not dis�lled to a higher 
 than natural degree of fermenta�on). Timothy has been abstaining (apart from, we may assume, the Lord’s Supper), 

 perhaps to avoid the cri�cism of those influenced by the false teachers (4:3; some *asce�cs abstained from wine); 
 Paul tells him to go back to using it. Wine was o�en helpful in se�ling stomachs and preven�ng dysentery (it could be 
 used to disinfect water). Some restora�ve diets recommended water… others wine; medicines could be delivered with 

 either.  5:24-25.”  9 

 1.  “…for your stomach’s sake and your frequent infirmi�es.” –  It’s possible that Timothy was having 
 some sort of chronic stomach problems that preceded Paul encouraging him to mix wine with his 
 water.  The word  “infirmi�es”  , according to William  Mounce means;  “weakness’ and can also be 
 used of a physical weakness.”  10  This is not the normal  word used for sickness and out of 24 uses in 
 the NKJV, only two �mes is it translated sickness or disease.  This is the same Greek word found in 
 Ma�hew 8:16-17  which reads; 

 “When evening had come, they brought to Him many who were demon-possessed. And He cast out the spirits with a 
 word, and healed all who were sick, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying: ‘HE 

 HIMSELF TOOK OUR INFIRMITIES AND BORE OUR SICKNESSES.’” 

 F.  Verses 24-25 –  “Some men's sins are clearly evident,  preceding  them  to judgment, but those of some  men 
 follow later.  Likewise, the good works  of some  are clearly evident, and those that are otherwise cannot be 
 hidden.” 

 1.  The context of this points back to the warning given to Timothy about not being too quick to ordain 
 elders. 

 a.  “Some men’s sins are clearly evident, preceding them to judgment…”  – The words  “clearly 
 evident”  mean;  :  “  pertaining to being easily seen  and known by the public—‘very easily 
 known, very clear, very obvious.”  11  The phrase  “…preceding  them to judgment…”  shows 
 that sin will eventually be judged.  Of course, once a person accepts Jesus Christ as their 
 Lord, their sins are forgiven and the judgment that befell Jesus on the cross is accredited to 
 them.  Yet, there is s�ll the  “judgment seat of Christ”  which all believers will stand before to 
 determine rewards or loss of rewards  (Romans 14:10-12;  I Corinthians 3:11-15; 
 II Corinthians 5:10)  .  A more clear transla�on of  verse 24  is as follows: 

 “The sins of some people are obvious, going before them into judgment, but for others, they show up later.” 
 I Timothy 5:24 – New English Transla�on 

 b.  “Likewise, the good works  of some  are clearly evident,  and those that are otherwise 
 cannot be hidden.” –  In contrast to some men’s sins  being clearly evident, Paul now states 
 that the good works of others are also  “clearly evident”  or,  “very easily known”; “very 
 obvious.”  The phrase,  “…those that are otherwise  cannot be hidden”  means that even the 
 good works done in secret eventually come out, even if it’s at the judgment seat of Christ 
 where rewards will be given.  Gary Legge� writes: 

 “The meaning of these contrasts is clear.  Obvious sins lead the way to judgment.  Hidden sins follow men to 
 judgment.  Obvious good works are no�ced, applauded, and appreciated.  Hidden good works are known to God and 

 will be rewarded.  God will deal with men in a fair and equitable manner.”  12 
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