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The Second Coming Letters of Paul — Part 5

First Thessalonians
I. Exposition of Chapter Two (Continued).
A. Verse 9 - “For you remember, brethren, our labor and toil; for laboring night and day, that we might not be a
burden to any of you, we preached to you the gospel of God.”

1. “...our labor and toil, for laboring night and day...” — The word “labor” means; “intense labour united
with trouble and toil.”* The word “toil” here means; “hard work, implying unusual exertion of energy
and effort”? The Nelson Study Bible asserts:

“Paul’s affection for the Thessalonians was demonstrated by his labor. As in 1:3, this word indicates strenuous work
that produces weariness and fatigue. Paul made tents to provide for his financial needs, working early and late, in order
that he might not be a burden to his converts. Paul’s actions showed that his ministry was motivated by an unselfish
desire to promote the well-being of others rather than to advance his own needs.”?

2. From other writings of Paul we know that he thought it was legitimate for ministers of the Gospel to be
recompensed for their ministry but Paul, in at least some instances, chose not to be. (cf. | Corinthians
9:3-14; |l Corinthians 11:7-11.) This seems to be Paul’s way of refuting any of his opponents who might
say that he was only trying to get money out of the Thessalonians.

B. Verses 10-12 — “You are witnesses, and God also, how devoutly and justly and blamelessly we behaved
ourselves among you who believe; as you know how we exhorted, and comforted, and charged every one of
you, as a father does his own children, that you would walk worthy of God who calls you into His own
kingdom and glory.”

1. Verse 10 — “You are witnesses, and God also...” — Paul spoke confidently that, not only they, but God
also was a witness of their motives. Paul goes on and states three characteristics of their behavior
among the Thessalonians — “...how devoutly and justly and blamelessly we behaved...”.

a. “devoutly” — “pertaining to being holy in the sense of superior moral qualities.”*
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b. “justly” — “upright”; “proper.
c. “blamelessly” — “without fault or blame”®
“The first term, holy, points to the character involved in being set apart for God, and the second, righteous, to conformity
to a norm; for biblical writers that norm is the law of God. The third, blameless, means without cause for reproach. The
combination makes an impressive witness to Paul’s certainty that no accusation could fairly be levelled at the conduct of
the little band of evangelists. And the fact that he so confidently appeals to the Thessalonians as witnesses shows that he
was right.”’

2. Verse 11 - “as you know how we exhorted, and comforted, and charged every one of you, as a father
does his own children,” — Paul now mentions three things they did which were given as “...a father does
his own children.” — This again, shows Paul’s deep love for these believers. It's worth noting that in verse
7, he uses the metaphor of “...a nursing mother” who cherishes her children and here, he uses the
metaphor of a father. The comparison seems to be that the “motherly” side is tender and caring and the
“fatherly” side is training and advice.

“Having likened the conduct of the missionaries to the loving, unselfish care of a nursing mother (v. 7), Paul also
compared their behavior to that of a father. Here the implication is that they trained and instructed the Thessalonians as
a responsible father disciplines his children. The word tekna, translated children, emphasizes the believers’ immaturity
as well as the apostles’ affection.”®
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a. The Content of their Instruction:

1) “exhorted” — “to cause someone to be encouraged”®

2) “comforted” — In the New Testament, this exact word is used especially for comforting
those in bereavement (John 11:19) and those who were “faint-hearted”
(I Thessalonians 5:14).

3) “charged” - “to be emphatic in stating an opinion or desire—‘to insist”' Other sources
include the idea of “urging” and “challenging.”

“And you know how affectionately we treated each one of you, like a loving father cares for his own children.
We comforted and encouraged you and challenged you to adopt a lifestyle worthy of God, who invites you into his
kingdom and glory.” — | Thessalonians 2:11-12 — The Passion Translation

3. Verse 12 — “that you would walk worthy of God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory.”

a. So, they encouraged, comforted and challenged the believers to “...walk worthy of God...”. The
word “walk” means; “to regulate one’s life”; “to conduct one’s self.”'! So Paul is telling them to
regulate or conduct their lives in a way that is worthy of God, or in a way that God would have
them behave. Dr. Bob Utley writes:

“This metaphor refers to our continuing lifestyle, which must reflect our Master’s (cf. Eph. 4:1, 17; 5:2, 15). Notice at the

end of v. 12 believers are called to share and thereby reflect God’s glory.”*?

b. “...who calls you into His own kingdom and glory.” — The word “calls” means; “to call into one’s
presence, send for a person; to summon.”** We’ve been called:
1) "...according to His purpose..." - Romans 8:28
2) “...to be saints” - | Corinthians 1:2
3) “called...to holiness.” — | Thessalonians 4:7
4) “...out of darkness into His marvelous light" | Peter 2:9
5) This passage: “...into His own kingdom and glory.”
c. What does the word “kingdom” mean?
1) “an area or district ruled by a king
2) It is made of two words “king” and “domain”, thus it is the “king’s domain.”
3) “Sovereignty, royal power, dominion. The Kingdom of God is the sphere of God’s
rule.”1®
“The New Testament teaches that the kingdom of God has both present (Matthew 13:38; Mark 1:15; 9:1) and future
(James 2:5; Revelation 11:15) aspects.”*®
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d. The Church and The Kingdom of God.

1) The way into the Kingdom of God is to be born again. John 3:1-5. See also Luke 17:21.

2) Not every person will inherit the Kingdom of God. Galatians 5:19-21; | Corinthians 6:9-
11.

3) When you enter the Kingdom of God, you are delivered from the powers of darkness.
Colossians 1:13.

4) Jesus said He would build His church and give it the keys of the Kingdom. Matthew
16:18-19.

5) We are commanded seek first the Kingdom of God — Matthew 6:33.

“Set your heart first on His kingdom and His goodness and all these things will come to you as a matter of course.”
Matthew 6:33 — J.B. Philips Translation.
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