
 Abounding Grace Chris�an Church 
 A Study of Paul’s Second Le�er to Timothy – Part 3 

 I. Exposi�on of Chapter One (Con�nued). 
 A.  Verse 8 – “  Therefore do not be ashamed of the  tes�mony of our Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but share 

 with me in the sufferings for the gospel according to the power of God,” 
 1. The word  “therefore”  connects this verse with  the preceding thought of God having given him the 

 “spirit of power and of love and of a sound  mind”.  As Timothy s�rred this up, he would not  be 
 “…ashamed of the tes�mony of our Lord.”  The  word  “tes�mony”  means;  “  witness, providing direct 
 knowledge about a person or event; …the content of what a witness tells”  1  Paul is telling Timothy 
 not to be  “ashamed”  of telling others about Jesus  Christ.  The word  “ashamed”  means;  “to 
 experience or feel shame or disgrace because of some par�cular event or ac�vity”  2  Paul also told 
 Timothy not to be ashamed of him, who was  “His  prisoner.”  Though Paul was a prisoner of Rome, he 
 also considered himself a prisoner of the Lord Jesus Christ.  He was bound to Him and, from his 
 perspec�ve, he was confined by Him to fulfill the ministry given by Him.  A. Duane Li�in writes: 

 “If Timothy’s ministry were marked by power, love, and self-discipline, he would be able to stand tall against his 
 opponents, and would not be ashamed to tes�fy about our Lord (cf. 1 Cor. 1:6), or ashamed of Paul His prisoner. 
 Though Paul was held in a Roman prison (cf. 2 Tim. 1:16; 2:9), yet he called himself Christ’s prisoner—that is, a 

 prisoner for Christ’s sake and purpose (cf. Eph. 3:1; Phil. 1:12–14; Phile. 1, 9). With this reminder of his own condi�on, 
 which was far graver than Timothy’s, Paul exhorted Timothy to join courageously with him in suffering for the gospel 

 (cf. 2 Tim. 2:3), for it is just in such circumstances that the power of God is made manifest (cf. 2 Cor. 12:9–10).”  3 

 2.  “…but share with me in the sufferings for the  gospel according to the power of God” –  The words 
 “share with me”  mean;  “to undergo the same type  of suffering as others do—‘to join in suffering, to 
 assume one’s share of suffering”  4  It’s important for all believers to know that there is a suffering 
 that goes along with being a Chris�an.  It’s  not just any kind of suffering, it’s the suffering that comes 
 due to persecu�on.  However, no�ce the phrase,  “…according to the power of God.”  Remember 
 previously, Paul had told Timothy that he had received the  “…spirit… of power”,  so there is a Divine 
 help that comes alongside this persecu�on.  The word  “power”  here is the same Greek word found  in 
 verse 7  and means;  “inherent power, power residing  in a thing by virtue of its nature, or which a 
 person or thing exerts and puts forth”  5  This word is o�en translated as  “mighty works”  or 
 “miracles.”  (Cf. I Peter 4:12-16). 

 B.  Verse 9 – “Who has saved us and called  us  with  a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to 
 His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before �me began” 

 1.  “Who has saved us and called us with a holy calling…”  – The word  “saved”  means;  “to rescue from 
 danger and to restore to a former state of safety and well being—‘ to deliver, to rescue, to make 
 safe, deliverance.’”  6  The word  “called”  means;  “summon, tell a person to come and gather”; “to 
 offer an invita�on to someone”  7  Regarding the phrase,  “holy calling”,  Dr. Robert Utley writes: 

 “This could refer to God as holy, but probably in context it refers to God’s will for a holy covenant people. God’s will 
 has always been for a people “made in His image” (cf. Gen. 1:26–27) to reflect His image! The work of the Messiah has 
 restored the image of God lost in the rebellion of Adam and Eve in Gen. 3. The goal of Chris�anity is Christlikeness (cf. 

 Rom. 8:29; Gal. 4:19; Eph. 1:4).”  8 

 2.  “…not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in 
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 Christ Jesus before �me began.” –  The Scriptures make it clear that we are not saved or called by our 
 own works.  (cf. Romans 4:1-6; Ephesians 2:8-10). 

 a.  “…was given to us in Christ Jesus before �me  began.” –  The idea that �me had a beginning 
 denotes the beginning of the universe.  Everything  that begins to exist has to have had a 
 cause.  With all the detail and design of the universe, ra�onal thinking dictates that the cause 
 must have been intelligent, thus, we have an intelligent God.  Dr. Wayne Grudem writes: 

 “Before God made the universe, there was no ma�er, but then he created all things (Gen. 1:1; John 1:3; 1 Cor. 8:6; Col. 
 1:16; Heb. 1:2). The study of physics tells us that ma�er and �me and space must all occur together: if there is no 

 ma�er, there can be no space or �me either. Thus, before God created the universe, there was no ‘�me,’ at least not in 
 the sense of a succession of moments one a�er another. Therefore, when God created the universe, he also created 

 �me. When God began to create the universe, �me began, and there began to be a succession of moments and events 
 one a�er another.”  9 

 C.  Verse 10 – “…but has now been revealed by the  appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ,  who  has abolished 
 death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel,” -  This  “appearing”  is referring  to His 
 first coming.  It’s at His first coming that God’s purpose and grace has been revealed though He planned it 
 before �me began. 

 1.  “…but has now been revealed by the appearing of  our Savior Jesus Christ…” 
 a. The word  “revealed”  means;  “  to make manifest  or  visible  or  known  what has been hidden 

 or unknown,  to manifest  , whether by words, or  deeds, or in any other way;”  10  So, at Jesus’ 
 first appearing, the purpose and grace of God  was made manifest or visible.  The following 
 Scriptures have the same Greek word translated  “revealed”: 

 “He then would have had to suffer o�en since the founda�on of the world; but now, once at the end of the ages, He 
 has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.” – Hebrews 9:26 

 “Knowing that you were not redeemed with corrup�ble things,  like  silver or gold, from your aimless conduct  received 
 by tradi�on from your fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. 

 He indeed was foreordained before the founda�on of the world, but was manifest in these last �mes for you” 
 I Peter 1:18-20 

 2.  “…who has abolished death…” –  The word  “abolished”  means;  “to render idle, unemployed, 
 inac�ve, inopera�ve”  11  Even though a believer  may die physically, Jesus has conquered over death 
 by resurrec�ng from the dead.  We may die physically,  but we won’t stay dead physically!! 
 (Cf. I Corinthians 15:19-26; 51-57; I Thessalonians 4:13-18) 

 3.  “…and brought life…” –  The word  “life”  is a reference  to 
 the God-kind of life, or eternal life.  It’s defined as:  “the absolute fulness of life, both essen�al  and 
 ethical, which belongs to God”  12 

 4.  “brought…immortality to light through the gospel”  –  The word  “immortality”  means;  “the state of 
 not being subject to decay, leading to death”  13  Louw and Nida add the following:  “However, in 2  Tm 
 1:10 ‘life and immortality’ may be best understood as a phrase in which ‘immortality’ is a 
 qualifica�on of ‘life,’ and therefore one may translate ‘revealing immortal life through the gospel’ 
 or ‘revealing by means of the good news the life that does not end.’”  14 

 “Death is that great, black darkness that terrifies humanity and works like a venom through the whole of our souls, 
 showing itself in despair and a limitless variety of fears. This death came upon humanity in the disobedience of Adam 
 (Gen 3; Rom 5:12-21). Jesus’ resurrec�on cut a permanent sha� of light right through the heart of that blackness and 

 brought a living hope (1 Pet 1:3). But more than this, it destroyed death’s power, cancelled its authority. It can no 
 longer menace us (Heb 2:14), and its final, total aboli�on is certain (1 Cor 15:26, 53-54). There is absolutely nothing 

 le� of which to be terrified—a truth relevant to Timothy (1:8), to Paul (4:6-8, 18), and to us.”  15 
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